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2010-2011 Academic Year Scholarship Application Instructions 
 
1.     YOU ARE ELIGIBLE IF....  

A. You are currently or will be enrolled full-time in the 2010-2011 academic year in an accredited college, university or 
trade school within the State of Michigan with a current minimum 3.0 GPA. 

B. You are or will be pursuing course of study directly related to the construction industry i.e., Architecture, Engineering, 
Electrical, Mechanical, Construction Management/Technology, Facilities Maintenance…. 

2.  AWARD PROCESS 

A. The Grand Rapids Chapter CSI Academic Affairs Committee will review the applications and select the recipients.  
Their decision will be made based on the following criteria: 

1) Scholastic ability of applicant. 

2) References presented by the applicant. 

3) Financial need. 

4) How applicant will benefit from receiving this scholarship. 

5) The applicant or family member is a member of CSI; not mandatory but will be considered in final determination. 

B. The actual dollar amount of the award will be determined by the Committee and based on available funds.   

C. Successful recipients and school advisors will be notified of awards by May 15, 2010. The awards will be presented at
the CSI Scholarship Golf Outing in June. 

D. The awards will be made payable jointly to the recipient and recipient’s academic institution.   

3. SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS 

A. Your completed application must include the following: 

1) A completed Scholarship Application form, copies of transcripts and your attachments. 

2) Three references, one must be from an educational advisor and two other references from other educational 
advisor(s), employer(s), volunteer organization(s), family or  friends. Your references must arrive separate from 
your application. 

3) Write one page about yourself, your future and need for financial assistance. 

B. You are encouraged to include additional information to support your scholarship application. (These are optional and 
must be received before the application deadline.): 

1) Additional Individual letters of reference. 

2) Photocopies of awards you received with name and phone number of a person who can verify the award written 
on back. 

3) Photocopies or other documents certifying your membership in the student affiliate of various professional 
organizations or past participation with CSI.  Include your current membership expiration. 

C. The Grand Rapids Chapter CSI Academic Affairs Committee must receive your application no later than midnight on 
April 15, 2010.  References must also arrive by this date. Return application before the deadline to: 

 
     Grand Rapids Chapter CSI  
     Bill Smith - Academic Affairs Committee 
     P.O. Box 2826 
     Grand Rapids, MI  49501 
 
 (See the CSI Grand Rapids Web site for Application Forms) 
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Greetings, CSI members! 
 
I don©t know about you, but I am glad to see 2009 come to an end. I have been involved in the construction industry since 1969, and 2009 had the most damaging impact to our industry 
that I can remember. The company I work for had projects cancelled and was fortunate to end the year with only a 50% reduction in our volume of work from previous years. 
 
I discuss this only to lead into my topic for this communication: CSI Membership. Why join CSI or continue membership in CSI? We talk about "the benefits of CSI membership," but 
what are they? Is it really worth the cost and time commitment to be a member of CSI? In the current economic situation, would I do better to invest my time and dollars in something 
else? My membership is up for renewal, and these questions have been on my mind for several days. I will renew my membership, but I am sure other CSI members and prospective 
members are asking these questions. I will try to provide some simple answers. 

Why join CSI or continue membership in CSI? My simple answer: How can you afford not to join CSI? Membership in CSI is not expensive. I have been a member of CSI since 
1993. Until renewal in 2006, my membership was paid by my company. I left my position as a partner in a general contracting firm and took off several months to catch my breath. 
When it was time to renew my membership, I did not need to think twice. I believe I receive true value in my CSI membership. The networking opportunities are endless, if you make the 
effort. The letters "CSI" on my business card has opened many doors that might not have opened without having those initials. 

Yesterday, I received a cold call from a product representative. No phone call, no advance notice. Just happened to be in town and thought he would stop by my office to check 
on bid opportunities. My schedule was pretty hectic. However, when I looked at the business card handed me, I saw "CSI" following the representative©s name. This is the only 
reason I got up from my desk and had a 20-minute meeting with this representative. If there had been no "CSI," there would not have been a meeting 

·  What are the benefits of CSI membership? Where do I start? Networking opportunities as I previously mentioned, certification programs, education programs, involvement in 

creating methods of handling or distributing building information... I leave it to each of you to make your own decision on this question, as we could have many different answers. 
Is it really worth the cost and time commitment to be a member of CSI?  CSI membership is an investment. And like any other investment, if you fail to continue to make the 
investment, you will find the dividend shrinks. Compared to other organizations, I feel the cost of CSI membership is economical. But more than dollars, consider investing your time in CSI. I truly believe that an investment 
of my time in CSI has enabled me to grow professionally at a quicker pace. In some cases, I have been able to receive instant credibility from architects because of my involvement with CSI. 
We continually discuss the "grass-root members" of CSI. Folks, we are the grass roots of CSI; each and every one of us, with all our imperfections. It©s the person down the hall, in the next cubicle or across the country. We 
are not just specifiers; we are designers, contractors and subcontractors, building owners, product representatives, and others involved in one of the greatest professions. In short, we are the construction industry! 
 
As you read this email, please give serious thought to your membership status in CSI. If you are not willing to grow in your chosen profession and don©t want to give your time, then by all means find something else where 
you can commit your time and resources. However, if you are willing to grow and make a commitment, CSI has a place for you at the table. Get involved! I look forward to working with you as we work to improve our 
industry. 
 
Sincerely, 
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EXHIBITOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
 

 A GREAT ONE DAY EVENT 

The Grand Rapids Chapter of the Construction Specification Institute is proud to announce our annual product/
educational showcase; the Construction & Design Professionals Expo 2010.  It is scheduled for Thursday, March 25, 
2010 and will once again be held at The Pinnacle Center in Hudsonville, Michigan. 

This Expo has grown into one of West Michigan’s best trade shows and has regular attendance of over 400 architects, 
engineers, specifiers, facility managers, product representatives and other professionals. 

EXPO PARTNERSHIPS/CO-HOSTS 

We welcome our Alliance Partners from the construction industries most recognized associations 

 American Institute of Architects, Grand Valley Chapter (AIA) 
 National Association of Women in Construction, West Michigan Chapter (NAWIC) 
 United States Green Building Council, West Michigan Chapter (USGBC) 
 MiBiz 

REGISTRATION PROCESS 

You can reserve your Exhibitor’s Booth by emailing or faxing the attached registration form with your top three (3) 
booth location selections to the contact listed on the form.  Early registration ends on Thursday, December 31, 2009.  
Refer to the Exhibitor Registration Form for a schedule of fees, visit our web site at www.csigrandrapids.org.  To 
make sure you get your prime booth location and to save some money, send in your registration today.   

 Thank you for your support of the Grand Rapids Chapter of CSI  

0����� � �� � �� � � 
�� 
 � ��
- . / . �1 2 �� � � �%" � � �� � � � �� � � � �
Phone:  (616) 456-4623 
Fax:  (616) 456-3828 
Email: bsmith@grcity.us 

______________________________________________________________________________________   
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